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Nebraska Bird Review
1983 CHRISTMAS COUNT
13
Ninety-two species (nine less than last year) were reported on the 1983 Christmas Count,
and three species (compared to one last year) were reported as present during the count period
but not recorded on the count day on any count. The same eight localities reported both years.
Two additional races (a Harlan's Hawk on the Tri-state count is not shown separately) were
reported, the same as last year. Thirteen species were reported on all the counts this year,
compared to sixteen last year. The total individual count this year was 43,652; in 1982 it was
- Text continued on page 16
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Scotts North Kear- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri-
Bluff Platte ney Island coIn state 
Great Blue Heron 1 1. 
Gr. White-fronted GOose 
Snow Goose 0 
Canada Goose 125 1,649 24 7.§Q 79 7 50 
Wood DIck ~ 1. 
Mallard 967 330 103 b1Jl 87 0 1 
Northern Pintail 10 4 
Northern Shoveler H 
Gadwall 1. 
American Wigeon 60 8 
Redhead ~ 
Ring-necked DIck 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 14 4 
Common Merganser 2 2 4 
Bald Eagle H 5 3 4 10 7 5 
Adult (H) (4) (2) ( 8) (6) ( 5) 
Immature (1 ) (2) (2) (1 ) 
Undesignated (3) 
Northern Harrier 6 2 2 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 1 
Cooper's Hawk 2 
Accipi ter sp. 2 
Red-tailed Hawk 5 2 9 13 29 17 21 
Rough-legged Hawk 3 2 5 2 3 
Buteo sp. 
American Kestrel 9 10 11 5 13 14 3 
Merlin 1. 
Peregrine Falcon 1. 
'~irie Falcon 2 H 
, 
Falcon sp. 
G~y Partridge II 
Ring-.necked Pheasant 5 4 ill 179 565 72 4 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 129 20 
Sharp-tailed Grouse ~ 
Wild Turkey 28 11 
Northern Bobwhite 20 30 22 "9 53 40 10 
American Coot H 
Killdeer 3 
Common Snipe H 
Herring/Ring-billed Gull 54 
Rock Dove 91 21 148 94 123 57 331 
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Scotts North Kear- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri-
Bluff Platte ney Island coln state 
Mourning Dove 10 42 1 5 4 
Eastern Screech-Owl 12 4 14 
Great Horned Owl 2 4 2 25 5 9 2 
Long-eared Owl 4 
Belted Kingfisher 2 2 3 2 3 2 
Red-headed Woodpecker H 7 49 8 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 16 32 49 12 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker I 6 5 12 65 54 102 9 
Hairy Woodpecker 4 6 3 20 7 10 
Northern Flicker 12 25 21 46 57 56 9 
Yellow-shafted (43) (56) 
Red-shafted 
-Undesignated ( 12) (25) ( 1) (21) ( 3) ( 57) ( 9) 
Horned Lark 368 165 249 .L.Q.§2 36 168 63 290 
Blue Jay 28 8 7 22 206 112 124 148 
Pinyon .Jay H 
Black-billed Magpie 68 13 2 2 
A meri can Crow 63 12 27 212 251 59 106 ll£ 
Black-capped Chickadee 19 24 6 47 185 153 277 15 
Tufted Titmouse 10 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 'l §. 17 
White-breasted Nuthatch 4 J 7 36 37 47 12 
Brown Creeper 2 'Z 9 13 
Carolina Wren 
Winter Wren 1 1 
Golden-crowned Kinglet H 45 6 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Eastern Bluebird 2 8 5 
Townsend's Solitaire 
H ermi t Thrush 1. 
American Robin 104 232 3 131 34 85 30 85 
Brown Thrasher 2 
Cedar Waxwing 59 93 68 82 
Northern Shrike 2 H 1. 
Loggerhead Shrike 2 
Shrike sp. 1 
European Starling 227 1,215 74 426 2,662 702 801 462 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 3 
Northern Cardinal 9 16 28 213 193 185 84 
Dickcissel 
Rufous-sided Towhee 2 
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Scotts North Kear- Grand Lin- DEBoto Omaha Tri-
Bluff Platte ney Island coIn state
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Brown Thrasher 2
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Scotts North Kear- Grand Lin- DeS oto Omaha Tri-
Bluff Platte ney Island coln state 
American Tree Sparrow 33 68 7 324 383 206 134 
Fox Sparrow 1-
Song Sparrow 29 14 28 3 
Swamp Sparrow 
Whi te-throated Sparrow 11 2 3 
White-crowned Sparrow 19 2 4 1 7 
Harris' Sparrow 28 6 102 188 47 31 13 
Dark-eyed Junco 122 190 33 133 922 525 968 195 
Slate-colored (530) ( 523) 
Oregon (11) ( 2) (6) (2) 
Undesignated ( 122) (190) ( 33) ( 133) (381) ( 962) ( 193) 
Lapland Longspur §1 H 
.1 
Snow Bunting 9 
Red-winged Blackbird I I 126 1,824 2 8 
Western Meadowlark 7 4 ~ 1 1 6 
Meadowlark sp. 151 57 7 9 
Rusty Blackbird 6 3 
Brewer's Blackbird 2 7 
Common Grackle H 5 8 23 
Brown-headed Cowbird 6 
Blackbird sp. 500 
Purple Finch 2 H 65 12 8 
House Finch 
.11± 134 45 H 
Red Crossbill 2 
Pine Siskin 75 14 25 55 23 
American Goldfinch 31 78 13 37 242 93 148 62 
Evening Grosbeak 1- §. 
House Sparrow 936 657 232 ~ 2.700 2.676 1.569 1.088 
Species reported 43 49 33 45 59 53 54 42 
Additional races 1 2 
Present but not seen 2 7 4 
Total individuals 3.608 5.152 922 7.299 9.365 8.729 5.316 3.261 
- Text continued from page 13 
302,646 and in 1981 it was 64,504. DeSoto and Omaha had no Snow Geese this year, compared 
to 194,020 last year, and only one Mallard compared to 57,022, because most ofthe water areas 
were frozen over. 
The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with the 
northernmost of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol "H" is used to indicate a 
species present during the count week but not recorded on the count day. Figures which were 
underlined in the report, or indicated as high, are underlined; those that were marked "low" are 
overlined. 
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 31 December, the count circle centered on the Refuge 
headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all oftheRefuge, 
Wilson Island, Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 feet; habitat coverage cultivated fields 40%, 
woodlands and open brush 40%, water 5%, urban and residential 15%; 6 AM to 5 PM; AM clear, 
PM partly cloudy; 80 to 240 F.; wind calm; snow cover 10 to 18 inches, fresh water frozen; wild 
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- Text continued from page 13
302,646 and in 1981 it was 64,504. DeSoto and Omaha had no Snow Geese this year, compared
to 194,020 last year, and only one Mallard compared to 57,022, because most of the water areas
were frozen over.
The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with the
northernmost of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol "H" is used to indicate a
species present during the count week but not recorded on the count day. Figures which were
underlined in the report, or indicated as high, are underlined; those that were marked "low" are
overlined.
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 31 December, the count circle centered on the Refuge
headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the Refuge,
Wilson Island, Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 feet; habitat coverage cultivated fields 40%,
woodlands and open brush 40%, water 5%, urban and residential 15%; 6 AM to 5 PM; AM clear,
PM partly cloudy; 80 to 240 F.; wind calm; snow cover 10 to 18 inches, fresh water frozen; wild
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food crop poor. Sixteen observers, 16 in 6 parties, none at feeders. Total party·hours 46 (10 on 
foot, 36 by car), none at feeders, 2 owling; total party-miles 337 (9 on foot, 328 by car) plus 5 miles 
owling. Tanya Bray, James Conway, Lowell Deede, James Glather, Thomas Hoffman, Jim and 
Sandy Kovanda, Dave Menke (compiler), Neal Ratzlaff, B.J. and Sharon Rose, Ross Silcock, 
Bob and David Starr, Tom Walker, Barbara Wilson. The Peregrine Falcon was seen both in the 
morning and the afternoon, by different observers, and part of the time it was perched and 
studied through a 15-45x scope. The Hermit Thrush had been at a nearby feeder about a week 
earlier. 
Grand Island, 18 December, elevation about 1860 feet; 7:45 AM to 5 PM; clear; -11 ° F., wind 
north 5 to 10 mph. (wind chill-37° F.). Eleven observers. Total party-hours 15.5 (3 on foot, 12.5 
by car) plus 7 at feeders; total party-miles 279 (5 on foot, 274 by car). Sheridan and RuthAnn 
Anderson, Vera Coons, Dennis Grundman, Tom Labedz, Roxanne Lawery, Gary (compiler) 
and Kari Lingle, Jim Meyer, Brad and Margaret Woodruff. 
Kearney, 27 December, a IS-mile diameter circle centered on the bridge over the Platte 
River south of Kearney, including Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, Cottonmill Lake Park, 
Odessa bridge, Fort Kearney State Historical Park, Fawn Lake area, and connecting streets and 
roads. Elevation about 2150 feet; habitat coverage parks and cemetery 40%, river bottomlands 
30%, roadsides 30%; 8AM to 1 PM and 2 PM to 4PM; snowing, variable light to heavy, 12°to 14° 
F., wind calm in AM, to 7 mph. in PM; ground covered with about 12 inches of old snow with an 
accumulation of about 3 inches falling during the count; river completely frozen in Kearney area, 
but partially open in the Odessa area. Sixteen observers in one party. Total party-miles 55.5 (1.5 
on foot, 54 by car). John Bliese, Margaret Bliese, George Brown, Marion Brown, Debbie 
Grimes, Alice Heckman (compiler), Jennifer Heckman, Chad Johnson, Beverly Kimball, Gary 
Paine, Jessica Price, Linda Pri~e, Robert Price, Jennifer Rumery, DelphineSanka, Joan Tarrell. 
Lincoln, 18 December, the count circle centered on South Coddington and A to include 
Pioneers Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and Conestoga 
Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 to 1300 feet; 
habitat coverage deciduous creek bottoms 40%, rural farmland 25%, coniferous woods 15%, 
residential and cemeteries 10%, lakes 5%, city landfill 5%; 4: 15 AM to 6: 15 PM; AM and PM clear; -
-14° to _3° F.; wind NW 5-15 mph.; snow cover 6 inches to 4 feet; fresh water frozen, wild food 
crop poor. Thirty-three observers, 15-21 in 11 parties, 12-18 at feeders. Total party-hours (70.5 
(36.5 on foot, 34 by car), plus 65 hours at feeders, 4.25 owling; total party-miles 384 (36 on foot, 
348 by car), plus 75 owling. George and Irene Alexander, Ann Bleed, Naomi Brill, Ed Brotzman, 
Jan and Jim Burch, David Cochrane, Sue Dattola, Clara Edson, Bill Garthwright, Daryl 
(compiler) and Margaret Giblin, Susan Graupner, Everett and Mildred Gross, Ellen Harington, 
Herbert Hull, Ken and Maxine Keller, Ann and Bob Kelley, Tim Knott, Bernice Large, Pete 
Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, Frank Mills, Bill and Bonnie Mulder, Mabel Ott, Frances Taylor, 
Angela and Don Williams. Mr Giblin commented: This year winter struck very early and with 
unusual severity. We had a major ice storm followed by a heavy blizzard on Thanksgiving 
weekend, further ice storms and snow fell throughout December with no melting, so that 
average snow depth was 20 inches by 18 December. (Snow depth Varied from around 6 inches to 
drifts greater than 4 feet, as a result of the blizzard and subsequent ground blizzards.) The heavy 
snow cover, coupled with a poor wild food crop due to the hottest summer since 1954, had 
profound adverse influence on the birds. Further misery started on 17 December, when the 
temperatures went below zero to stay continuously until 26 December - the longest such cold 
spell on record here. That was also to be the coldest week ever recorded in Lincoln, with lows to-
-30° and highs sometimes lower than -10°. As a result this count was the coldest ever endured 
here, and with the very deep snow in the country the parties with counts in the country had 
particular difficulty. Also, there was a great increase in feeder watchers, and for the first time 
since I have been associated with this count (11 years), there were more species reported from 
the city and backyard feeders than from the country and country parks. Another thing to note is 
that although fresh water was reported as frozen, there are holes maintained in the ice by city 
workers in Pioneers Park which attract waterfowl, and also there are several warm springs along 
Haines Branch, which probably explain the usual presence of the Belted Kingfishers, even for 
such a winter as this. The Carolina Wren, Evening Grosbeak, and Dickcissel were observed at 
feeders, where they had been fairly regular patrons. The absence of a black bib on the Dickcissel 
likely indicates a young male. 
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foot, 36 by car), none at feeders, 2 owling; total party-miles 337 (9 on foot, 328 by car) plus 5 miles
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Herbert Hull, Ken and Maxine Keller, Ann and Bob Kelley, Tim Knott, Bernice Large, Pete
Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, Frank Mills, Bill and Bonnie Mulder, Mabel Ott, Frances Taylor,
Angela and Don Williams. Mr Giblin commented: This year winter struck very early and with
unusual severity. We had a major ice storm followed by a heavy blizzard on Thanksgiving
weekend, further ice storms and snow fell throughout December with no melting, so that
average snow depth was 20 inches by 18 December. (Snow depth varied fronI around 6 inches to
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here, and with the very deep snow in the country the parties with counts in the country had
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feeders, where they had been fairly regular patrons. The absence of a black bib on the Dickcissel
likely indicates a young male.
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North Platte, 17 December, the count circle centered on Bicentennial and Philip streets;
elevation around 2810 feet; 8AM to 4:30 PM; snowing; 1° t02° F. Ten observers in3 parties. The
count on Red-winged Blackbirds is low - flocks flying were impossible to identify for sure, and
others were down in the rushes because of cold and snow.
Omaha, 17 December, count circle centered on Offutt AFB lake, to include Fontenelle
Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the
Platte and Missouri rivers; elevation 985 to 1200 feet; habitat coverage woodlands 50%,
cultivated fields 30%, meadows and grassy fields 8%, roadside ditches 5%, rivers and lakes 5%,
residential, parks, and cemeteries 2%; 5:40AM to 5 PM; AM partly cloudy, PM mostly cloudy; _9°
to _3° F.; wind NW 3 to 14 mph.; snow cover 6 to 12 inches; fresh water frozen, wild food crop
good. Twenty-seven observers, 25-26 in 9 parties, 1-2 at feeders. Total party-hours 79.5 (32 on
foot, 40.5 by car) plus 7 hours at feeders; total party-miles 463 (32 on foot, 431 by car). Bruce
Ardinger, Renee Baade, Russell Benedict, Allan Bird, Christi Bohmbach, Tany Bray, Duane
Bright, James Conway, Jim Ducey, James Glather, Ruth Green, Betty Grennon (compiler),
Joseph Gubanyi, Thomas Hoffman, Clyde and Emma Johnson, Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandra
Kovanda, Dave Lundborg, David Menke, Becky and Bill Otto, Babs and Loren Padelford, Neal
Ratzlaff, Philip Swanson.
Scottsbluff, 17 December, the count circle centered on the bridge over the North Platte
River at S. Broadway, to include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3810 to 5030 feet; 7 AM to 4
PM; AM overcast, PM light snow; 1" to 2° F.; wind ESE 4-8 mph.; snow cover trace to 1.3 inches;
fresh water partly open; wild food crop good. Fourteen observers, 10 in 4 parties, 4 at feeders.
Total party-hours 24 (Ion foot, 23 by car) plus 14 hours at feeders; total party-miles 238 (Ion
foot, 237 by car). Dorothy Adcock, Mary Allison, Mary Ann Banghart, Audrey and Peter
Barnhart, Goldie Bigsby, Joyce Brashear, Lydia Bolz, Jamalee Clark, Mary Harvey, Helen
Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Rod Smith, Lyan Vacanti.
Tri-state, 28 December, the count circle centered on Mile 566 on the Missouri River
(southeast of Nebraska City), to include Nebraska City and the Missouri River bottoms and
farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme northwest
Missouri down to the NishnabotnaRiver. 7:30AM to 5 PM; AM and PM clear; 5°to 14°F.; wind
NW 10-30 mph.; snow cover 4 to 10 inches; fresh water partly open; wild food crop good. Six
observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours 17 (.5 on foot, 16.5 by car); total party-miles 231 (.5 on
foot, 230.5 by car). Tanya Bray, lone Getscher, Sandy Kovanda, B.J. Rose, Ross Silcock
(compiler), Barbara Wilson.
